Paolo Cristiani

Paolo Cristiani’s wonderfully
observed scenes of airports,
hotel rooms and city streets
— all places of movement
and transition — present a
tangible vyet unpopulated
world. Cristiani’s rich colors
and detail are realistic with
just enough heightening to
create an inviting warmth,
becoming attractive and relatable in a way that
real hotel rooms seldom are. The viewer can easily
imagine entering the space of a Cristiani painting,
yet there are no protagonists in the work; there are
rarely any figures in the frame, and the few who do
appear are turned away, for all intents and purpos-
es faceless. The human presence in these works
lives in a half-empty water glass, or the ruffle of a
bedspread that has been tossed aside just so.
Cristiani is equally adept with oil, acrylic and ink,
in addition to practicing mixed media sculpture
with wood, terracotta and cloth. Born in Milan, the
artist remains based in northern ltaly but travels
frequently. His series Airport and Hotels “aim to
capture and fix the silence and the human move-
ment within a virtual reality.”
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